
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 18, 2015 
 
 
Dear XXXXXXX, 
 
 The U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs is 
initiating a review of the impact of federal regulations. The Committee, which has 
jurisdiction over federal regulatory policies and programs, is interested in understanding 
their real-world effects. As a part of this effort, it is important that we hear directly from a 
wide range of those affected by federal regulations every day. 

  
The significant impact of regulations has been acknowledged by officials across 

the political spectrum. For example, President Obama has recognized that they “play an 
indispensable role in protecting public health, welfare, safety, and our environment, but 
they can also impose significant burdens and costs.’1 While those of us signing this letter 
may have different views about specific regulations, we all share the goal of an efficient 
and effective regulatory process that allows input by those affected by that process.  
 

As we heard repeatedly in a recent Committee hearing, there is no central venue 
where businesses and citizens can voice their thoughts about regulations across the 
federal government.2 Our hope is that as we continue to hold hearings, conduct 
investigations, and examine potential improvements, our committee will be a place where 
Americans feel their concerns are heard.    

 
To that end we are requesting your assistance in identifying existing and proposed 

regulations that have had or will have a real impact on your organization. We ask that 
you identify concerns with the regulatory process, using where appropriate a description 
of how specific rules affect your organization or its members, the rules that you believe 
merit attention by the Committee, along with a description of how the rules affect your 
organization. In particular, the Committee is very interested in older regulations that may 
warrant modification or even revocation, the impact any significant delays in the 
regulatory process have had on your business or members of your organization, and any 
views you may have on the cumulative impact of regulations. The Committee also 
welcomes suggestions you may have to improve the regulatory process.   

 

1 Executive Order No. 13610, May 14, 2012.   
2 U.S. Senate, Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs. Toward a 21st-Century 
Regulatory System, Hearing, February 25, 2015 

                                                 



Additionally, as part of the larger effort to gain better insight into how regulations 
affect everyday Americans, we are launching the #CutRedTape online portal. A project of 
the Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and Federal Management, the portal will be 
accessible through the Committee website and facilitate ongoing input from the wider 
public.    

 
The Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs is authorized by 

Rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the Senate to investigate “the efficiency, economy, 
and effectiveness of all agencies and departments of the Government.”3  Additionally, S. 
Res. 253 (113th Congress) and S. Res. 73 (114th Congress) authorize the Committee to 
examine “the efficiency and economy of all branches and functions of Government with 
particular references to the operations and management of Federal regulatory policies and 
programs.”4   

 
We ask that you please submit your response as soon as possible, preferably no 

later than April 17, 2015 to: U.S. Senate, Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, Dirksen 340, Washington, DC 20510. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Josh McLeod in Chairman Johnson’s office at (202) 224-4751 
or Kata Sybenga in Ranking Member Carper’s office at (202) 224-2627. Thank you for 
your prompt attention to this important request. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Johnson     Thomas R. Carper 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
 
 
 
 

 
  

James Lankford    Heidi Heitkamp 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs  Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs  

 and Federal Management   and Federal Management 
 

3 S. Rule XXV(k); see also S. Res. 445, 108th Cong. (2004). 
4 S. Res. 253 § 12, 113th Cong. (2013). 

                                                 


