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To nerease aceess to agency guidance documents.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JONNSON (for himself, Mr. CrRAMER, Ms. ErxsT, Mr. LANKKFORD, Mr.
Tinns, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. Bupp, Mr. ScrairTt, Mr. MARSHALL,
Mr. Snegeny, Mr. Lrg, Ms. Luaas, Mr. Scorr of Florida, Mr.
ITorveN, and Mr. Riscin) introduced the following bill; which was read
twice and referred to the Committee on

A BILL

To increase access to ageney guidance documents.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Guidance Out Of
Darkness Aet” or the “GOOD Aet”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) AGENCY.—The term “agency’ has the

meaning given the term in section 551 of title 5,

United States Code.
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1 (2) DigectorR—Tlic term. “Dirvector’” inesins
2 the Director of the Office of Management and Budg-
3 et.
4 (3) GUIDANCE DOCUMENT.—
5 (A) DEFINITION—The térm  “‘gnidance
6 document”—
7 (1) meais-an ageney statement of gen-
8 eral applicability (other than a mle that
9 has the foree and effect of law promul-
10 oated in accordance with the notiee and
11 comment procedures wnder seetion 533 of
12 title 5, United States. Code) that—
13 (I) does not have the force and
14 effeet of law; and
15 (I} 18 desighated by an ageney
16 official as setting forth—
17 (aa) a. 13'()1ﬁi:c}' on a statutory,
I8 regulatory, or technical tssuc; or
19 (bb) an interpretation of a
20 statutory or regulatory issue; and
21 (ii) may include—
22 (I) a memorandnn;
23 (I1) a notice;
24 (I1T) a bulletin;

25 (IV) a directive;
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(V) a news release;
(VI) a letter;
(VII) a blog post;
(VIIL) a no-action letter;
(IX) a speech by an agency offi-
cial; and
(X) any combination of the items
described -in subelauses (1) through
(IX).

(B) RULE 0OF COXNSTRUCTION.—The term

“ouidance document’—

(i) shall be eonstrued broadly to ¢ffee-
tuate the purpose and iitent of this Act;
anil

{i1) shall not be lmited to the items

deseribed in subparagraph (A)(1i).

'SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS ON THE

INTERNET.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection {c), on the

20 date on which an agency issues a guidance doenment, the

21 ageney shall publish the gnidance document i accordance

22 with thie requirericats under subsection ().

23 (b)) PREVIOUSLY ISSUED GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS.

24 Subject to subsection {(d), not later than 180 days after

25 the date of énactment of this Aet, cach ageniey shall pub-
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T lish, i accordance with the requirements under subsection

2 (¢), any guidance document issued by that agency that is

3 ineffeet on that date.

4 {¢) BSINGLE LOCATION.—
5 (1) IN ¢ENERAL.—All gnidance documents pub-
6 lished under subseetions (a) and (b by an ageney
7 shall be published n a single location on an interuet
8 website designated by the Director wider paragrapl
9 (4).
10 (2) AGENCY INTERNET WEBSITES.—Each agen-
11 ev shall, for guidance documents published by the
12 ageney under subscetions (a) and (b), publish a
I3 Tyyperhink on the internet website of the ageney that
14 provides access to the ghidance docwments at the lo-
15 cation deseribed in paragraph (1).
16 (3) ORGANIZATION.—
17 (&) IN GENERAL—The guidance docu-
I8 ents deseribed in paragraply (1) shall be—
19 (i) categorized as guidance doeu-
20 ments: ad
21 (i) further divided into subecategories
22 a§ appropriate.
23 (BY AGENCY INTERNET WEBSITES.—The
24 hyperlinks deseribed in pavagraph (2) shall be
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prominently displayed on the internet website of
the ageney.

(4) DESIGNATION.~—Not later than 90 davs

alter the date of enactment of this Act, the Direetor
ghall designate an irniternet website on which guid-
ance doeuments shall be published under subsections
(a) and (b).

{) DOCTMENTS. AND. INFORMATION ExXEMPT FROM

DIscnLostRE USDER FOIA—If a _gﬁi:(:l"duﬁe -(1(_)‘.:;':.L1111'ent

issued by an ageney is a deocument that is exempt from

tisclosire under gcetion 552(b) of title 5, United States
Code (comnmonly known as the “Freedom of Tnformation
Aet”), or containg information that is exempt from diselo-
sure under that section, that document or information, as
the case may he, sliall not be subjeet to tlie vequiremcents
under this Act.

(e) RESCINDED GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS.—On the
date on which a guidance doenment. issued by an agency
is rescinded, oy, in the case of a guidance document that
is reseinded pursuant to a conrt order, not later than the
date on which the order is entered, the agency shall,_ at
the loeation deseribed i subsection (¢)(1)—

{1) mamtain the reseinded -guiﬁdf.t_n’ce document;
and

{2) indicate—
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1 {A) that the gmdance document is re-

b

seinded;

(B) if the guidanee docuiment was re-
sceinded pursuant to a court order, the case
number of the ease 1o which the order was en-
tered:-and

(C) the date on which the guidance doeun-

moent was reseinded.



