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The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas:

Since the Biden administration took office, and you became the Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security, over five million illegal alien encounters have occurred along the U.S. southwest
border.! This crisis over which you are presiding will soon spiral further out of control when Title 42
authority expires on May 11, 2023.> While you refuse to use the word “crisis,” you should know that our
border communities bearing the brunt of your disastrous decisions have no such reluctance.® At a recent
Senate hearing, two border city mayors, a border county chief medical officer, and an Oklahoma police
chief stated emphatically that the border situation was a crisis which required a sea change in
administration policy.*

In addition to the over five million illegal alien encounters at the southwest border, 1.3 million
illegal aliens have evaded apprehension by U.S. Border Patrol or local law enforcement during this
administration.’> U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) refers to these individuals as “known
gotaways.”® CBP officials estimate that a further 130,000-260,000 “unknown gotaways” have entered the
country illegally without detection by Border Patrol or local law enforcement.’

The record surge of people crossing into this country illegally includes a significant increase in
individuals on the Terrorist Screening Database—from three in fiscal year 2020 to 98 in 2022.* While we
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know these individuals were apprehended, we do not know how many attempted to evade apprehension
by Border Patrol. CBP does not publicly report on the number of encounters of illegal aliens who
attempted to be gotaways.

Accordingly, to better understand the national security implications of the millions of illegal
border crossings during this administration and the expected increase after the end of Title 42 authority, I
respectfully request that you provide the following information:

1. Of the nearly 6,000,000 nationwide alien encounters during the Biden administration,
a. The number of aliens who turned themselves in to Border Patrol or other law
enforcement officials; and
b. The number of aliens who were apprehended attempting to evade Border Patrol or other
law enforcement officials.

2. Of those encounters apprehended while attempting to evade Border Patrol or other law
enforcement officials,

a. The number of aliens with criminal convictions, including the type of conviction, their
processing disposition and transfer destination, and how many are currently still in the
United States;

b. The number of aliens with known criminal gang or cartel affiliations, including which
affiliation, their processing disposition and transfer destination, and how many are
currently still in the United States; and

c. The number of aliens on the Terrorist Screening Database, including their processing
disposition and transfer destination, and how many are currently still in the United States.

3. Of'the 1,300,000 known gotaways during the Biden administration,
a. The number of aliens who are considered to have actively evaded apprehension; and

b. The number of aliens who were attempting to turn themselves in but were unable to do so.

Please provide this information as soon as possible, but no later than May 5:00 p.m. on May 18,
2023. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Johnson
U.S. Senator



