
 
 

July 19, 2023 
 

The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin III 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
 
Dear Secretary Austin: 
 
 I am continuing to examine the data integrity issues on the Defense Medical 
Epidemiology Database (DMED) and the Department of Defense’s (DoD) misleading and 
incomplete responses to my office on this matter.  In a response dated July 5, 2023, DoD 
admitted that it provided incomplete data to my office in February 2022 regarding increases in 
registered diagnoses in DMED.1  This acknowledgement came after I sent DoD information I 
received from a whistleblower that called into question the accuracy of the data that DoD 
previously produced to me.2  DoD’s pattern of deception regarding DMED data is unacceptable. 
 
 For over a year, I have been examining the significant increases in certain registered 
diagnoses in DMED.  In late January 2022, three DoD whistleblowers provided my office with 
data showing significant increases in certain registered diagnoses on DMED in 2021 compared 
to a five-year average from 2016-2020.3  Based on this information, I sent you a letter on 
February 1, 2022, identifying 15 registered diagnoses that, according to the three DoD 
whistleblowers, showed significant increases in 2021 compared to the average from 2016-2020.4  
On February 15, 2022, DoD informed my office that in late January 2022, it found that “the data 
in DMED was corrupt for the years 2016-2020 when accessed after September 2021.”5  DoD 
claimed that this data corruption resulted in increases in registered medical diagnoses on DMED 
in 2021 compared to the five-year average from 2016-2020.6  DoD assured my office that as of 
January 29, 2022, it corrected the programming error that corrupted the data and that “DMED 
data via the online application was restored on January 30, 2022.”7  
 

 
                                                 
1 Letter from Gilbert Cisneros, Jr., Dep’t of Defense, to Sen. Ron Johnson, Ranking Member, Permanent Subcomm. 
on Investigations, July 5, 2023 (enclosed).  
2 Letter from Sen. Ron Johnson, Ranking Member, Permanent Subcomm. on Investigations, to Lloyd Austin, Sec., 
Dep’t of Defense, Mar. 21, 2023, https://www ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/C7B70308-BB0B-451F-83B5-
8B354BF83862/. 
3 Letter from Ron Johnson, Ranking Member, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, to Lloyd Austin, 
Secretary, U.S. Dep’t of Defense, Feb. 1, 2022, https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/FB6DDD42-4755-
4FDC-BEE9-50E402911E02. 
4 Id. 
5 Temporary Data Inaccuracies in the Defense Medical Epidemiology Database, Dep’t of Defense, Feb. 15, 2022, 
available at https://www ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/C7B70308-BB0B-451F-83B5-8B354BF83862/ at 7. 
6 Id. 
7 Id. at 8. 
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 DoD’s excuse for the apparent data discrepancies would have been understandable if it 
had flagged this specific data limitation in its February 15, 2022 response.15  Further, on July 5, 
2022 (over one year ago), DoD provided my office additional background information on 
DMED data integrity issues.16  As part of this response, DoD attached an “information paper” 
that was identical to the February 15, 2022 response.17  As noted above, DoD told my office that 
the “December 2021 data would have not been available until March 2022.”18  Based on this 
assertion, DoD should have been able to produce an updated chart based on complete 
information to my office when it responded in July 2022.  Instead, DoD failed to do this and 
once again provided my office with incomplete and misleading DMED data.19 
 
 DoD’s July 5, 2023 response contained even more potentially misleading calculations.  
DoD asserted that in certain registered diagnoses “new case rate[s] [were] higher among Service 
members with a prior SARS-CoV-2 infection compared to those with a prior COVID-19 
vaccination.  This suggests that it was more likely to be SARS-CoV-2 infection and not COVID-
19 vaccination that was the cause of these increased cases in 2021.”20  Based on DoD’s 
explanation of how it made its calculations to support this claim, it is unclear whether or how it 
accounted for Service members who had a prior COVID-19 infection and received a COVID-19 
vaccination. 
 
 DoD’s failure to provide my office with complete DMED data or immediately disclose 
relevant limitations to information it produced to Congress shows a complete disregard for 
transparency.  I am grateful to the whistleblowers who continue to come forward to provide my 
office with information you and other DoD officials are unwilling to produce.  In this instance, 
without the whistleblower’s disclosure, I doubt DoD would have ever acknowledged that it 
provided incomplete information to my office in February 2022 and again in July 2022.  To 
better understand DoD’s assertions in its July 5, 2023 response, please provide the following 
information: 
 

1. Please explain whether DoD accounted for individuals who had a prior COVID-19 
infection and received a COVID-19 vaccination when determining that for certain 
conditions, “new case rate[s] [were] higher among Service members with a prior SARS-
CoV-2 infection compared to those with a prior COVID-19 vaccination.  This suggests 
that it was more likely to be SARS-CoV-2 infection and not COVID-19 vaccination that 
was the cause of these increased cases in 2021.”21 

                                                 
15 In its February 15, 2022 response, DoD wrote that it created its chart of the percent changes in health encounters 
by “comparing available 2021 data to 2016-2020.”  In that response, DoD never explained what it meant by 
“available 2021 data.”  Temporary Data Inaccuracies in the Defense Medical Epidemiology Database, Dep’t of 
Defense, Feb. 15, 2022, available at https://www ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/C7B70308-BB0B-451F-
83B5-8B354BF83862/ at 7. 
16 Letter from Gilbert Cisneros, Jr., Dep’t of Defense, to Sen. Ron Johnson, July 5, 2022. 
17 Id. 
18 Letter from Gilbert Cisneros, Jr., Dep’t of Defense, to Sen. Ron Johnson, Ranking Member, Permanent Subcomm. 
on Investigations, July 5, 2023. 
19 Letter from Gilbert Cisneros, Jr., Dep’t of Defense, to Sen. Ron Johnson, July 5, 2022. 
20 Letter from Gilbert Cisneros, Jr., Dep’t of Defense, to Sen. Ron Johnson, Ranking Member, Permanent Subcomm. 
on Investigations, July 5, 2023. 
21 Id. 
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2. Have any Service members experienced adverse medical conditions associated with the 
COVID-19 vaccines?  If so, how many and what are those conditions?  How did DoD 
make this determination?  Has DoD conducted any independent investigation into 
whether adverse medical conditions are associated with the COVID-19 vaccines?  If so, 
what has DoD found?  If not, why not? 

 
Please provide this information as soon as possible but no later than August 2, 2023.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
       Sincerely, 
        
 
 
 

Ron Johnson 
       Ranking Member 
       Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
Enclosure 
 
cc: The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
 

The Honorable Robert Storch  
Inspector General 
Department of Defense  
 
Mr. Manish Malhotra 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Unissant, Inc. 
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