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COMMITTEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250

June 13,2018

The Honorable Kevin Hassett, PhD
Chairman
Council of Economic Advisers

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Dr. Hassett:

The Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs is continuing to
conduct oversight of the Administration’s trade policies, including the Administration’s recently
announced tariffs on steel and aluminum.! According to a recent news report, the White House
Council of Economic Advisers (CEA) drafted an economic analysis that found that the
Administration’s tariffs “will hurt economic growth in the United States.”> We write to
respectfully request this analysis.

Since March 2018, the Committee has sought specific data and information about the
development and justification for the steel and aluminum tariffs, including the relevant economic
analyses that the Administration used in developing the tariffs.’> To date, while the Committee
has received some information from the Commerce Department, we are still seeking specific
data and supporting documents regarding the tariffs.* To better understand the potential
consequences of the Administration’s trade policies, we respectfully request that you produce the
CEA economic analysis relating to the Administration’s steel and aluminum tariffs and all
supporting data and documents.

Please provide this material as soon as possible but no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 27,
2018. When delivering production sets, please produce to Majority staff in room 340 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building and to Minority staff in room 442 of the Hart Senate Office
Building.

1 The White House, President Donald J. Trump will Protect American National Security from the Effects of Unfair
Trade Practices, Mar. 8, 2018.

2 Jim Tankersley and Alan Rappeport, White House Analysis Finds Tariffs Will Hurt Growth, as Officials Insist
Otherwise, NY TIMES, June 7, 2018, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/07/us/politics/white-house-tariffs-
growth.html?smid=tw-nytpolitics&smtyp=cur.

3 See e.g. Letter from Sen. Ron Johnson, Chairman S. Comm. on Homeland Security and Gov’t Affairs to Wilber
Ross, Secretary, Dep’t of Commerce, Mar. 8, 2018; Letter from Sen. Ron Johnson, Chairman S. Comm. on
Homeland Security and Gov’t Affairs to Wilber Ross, Secretary, Dep’t of Commerce, May 3, 2018.

4 See Letter from Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Dep’t of Commerce, to Senator Ron Johnson, Chairman, S. Comm. on
Homeland Security and Gov’t Affairs, Apr. 9, 2018; Letter from Wilbur Ross, Secretary, Dep’t of Commerce, to
Senator Ron Johnson, Chairman, S. Comm. on Homeland Security and Gov’t Affairs, May 17, 2018.
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The Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs is authorized by Rule
XXV of the Standing Rules of the Senate to investigate “the efficiency, economy, and
effectiveness of all agencies and departments of the Government.” Additionally, S. Res. 62
(115th Congress) authorizes the Committee to examine “the efficiency and economy of all
branches of the Government including the possible existence of fraud, misfeasance, malfeasance,
collusion, mismanagement, incompetence, corruption, or unethical practices... ol

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please ask your staff to contact Scott
Wittmann or Josh McLeod with Chairman Johnson’s staff at (202) 224-4751 or Sarah Garcia
with Ranking Member McCaskill’s staff at (202) 224-2627. Thank you for your attention to this

matter.

Sincerely,
,@ / (e cGaatst©
Ron Jo . Claire McCaskill
Chair Ranking Member

oe: The Honorable Mick Mulvaney
Director
Office of Management and Budget

Enclosure

58, Rule XXV(Kk); see also S. Res. 445, 108th Cong. (2004).
68, Res. 62 § 12()(1)(A), 115th Cong. (2017).



