Congress of the United States

TWashington, BC 20510

April 19, 2023

The Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary of State

The United States Department of State
2201 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Blinken,

We are writing regarding the unjust detention of U.S. Legal Permanent Resident and Russian
dissident Vladimir Kara-Murza, who was recently sentenced to a 25-year prison sentence in
Russia. It is our desire that Mr. Kara-Murza, who has been wrongfully detained by President
Putin’s regime for his anti-war speech, receive the official status of wrongfully detained under
the Levinson Act (22 U.S.C. 1741 et seq.) and that the U.S. government use its resources,
including those under the July 19, 2022, Executive Order, to free him.

A 41-year-old anti-Putin politician, journalist, and filmmaker, he was arrested on his trip to
Russia because he used a series of speeches around the world to publicly oppose political
repression in Russia and the invasion of Ukraine. After his arrest, he was charged with

treason. His wife and three children remain in the United States, where the family has lived for
years.

Since his arrest in April 2022, Mr. Kara-Murza has suffered from unjust treatment. His health
has declined, and he has lost 40 pounds. As a result of two poisonings President Putin inflicted
on him during trips to Russia in 2015 and 2017, he had already been diagnosed with
polyneuropathy. He has now lost feeling in both feet and one arm. Even under Russian law,
such a diagnosis should lead to his release. It is very likely he will die soon unless he is released.
Unfortunately, yet predictably, the Russian courts have violated their own law to keep him
detained.

As Mr. Kara-Murza faces his 25-year sentence, he remains steadfast in his beliefs. His only
crime is using his voice to oppose Putin’s evil. It is in the U.S. national interest to save his life
and liberate him from Russian captivity. As a first step to that end, we strongly urge that he be
designated under the Levinson Act as “unlawfully and wrongfully detained.”
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