February 25, 2025

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

The Honorable Pamela Bondi
Attorney General
Department of Justice

The Honorable Kash Patel
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Attorney General Bondi and Director Patel:

According to FBI emails obtained via legally protected whistleblower disclosures,
Assistant Special Agent in Charge Thibault sent government information from his FBI email
account to the non-government email account of his apparent girlfriend. For example, one email
dated March 24, 2022, with the subject line “FBINET to UNET Uploaded Files” includes an
FOUO stamped internal FBI document that Thibault forwarded to “Missy Morgan” from his FBI
email account.! Other emails were sent to her via Thibault’s FBI email account on February 8,
2022; March 31, 2022; April 22, 2022; April 23, 2022, and May 6, 2022, which are attached to
this letter and were mainly sent during core business hours.> Some of these emails contained the
full and unredacted email accounts of several FBI employees as well as large scope FBI
distribution email lists.

For example, on February 8, 2022, Thibault emailed from his FBI email account to
“Missy Morgan”: “Missy, Be careful out there. Another reason not to date other people.”® The
email then shared a link to an article discussing romance scams. It is inappropriate for an FBI
agent to send this kind of email via government systems no matter the relationship status with the
recipient.

An email dated March 24, 2022, with the subject line “FBINET to UNET Uploaded
Files” was forwarded by Thibault to “Missy Morgan” from his FBI email account along with an
attachment.* The attachment contains an internal FBI document with markings stamped: For
Official Use Only (FOUO). Further, page 2 of the document contains a disclaimer stating it is
“Not for Public Release.” The disclaimer further read that the document “contains information
about FBI employees and activities that is not available to the public.”

! The email address shows as “Missy Morgan [redacted email address].” Public reporting associates her as Thibault’s girlfriend.
https://www.parabellum.news/p/i-found-disgraced-fbi-agent-timothy.

2 See Exhibits A-F.

3 See Exhibit A.

4 See Exhibit B.
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With respect to the email on March 31, 2022, Thibault emailed “Missy Morgan™ an
internal FBI email thread with respect to an ongoing federal investigation into Lauren Handy and
alleged Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act violations.’> The thread contains an
email from Thibault’s FBI account to other FBI officials detailing sensitive investigatory
information and how it could lead to additional charges in the ongoing case. The email from
Thibault clearly states that the facts in the email took the case “to an elevated level both legally
and from a media perspective.” FBI agents in the thread further discussed and confirmed that the
FBI should “not confirm or comment on what was found.” Yet, less than 15 minutes after an
update was shared within the thread, this sensitive information was forwarded to “Missy
Morgan” by Thibault. No redactions were made to any FBI email addresses or internal
investigative information. Thibault’s cavalier behavior is consistent with tweets from his
account in 2019 where he responded to a Catholic Priest’s tweet critical of abortion with an anti-
Catholic slur.°

With respect to the email on April 23, 2022, Thibault emailed from his FBI email account
to his email account at George Washington University (GWU), where he was a guest speaker,
and an account for “Missy Morgan” a nude photograph of what appears to be his girlfriend,
Missy Morgan.

On May 6, 2022 Thibault forwarded an email from his FBI email account to “Missy
Morgan,” containing information for an Internet Safety Presentation geared for the children of
FBI officers.” The event referenced in the email appears to be internal to FBI personnel and
includes details on how to enroll to attend the event, even though it was not open to the public.
Further, the event description forwarded in the email stated that the event would discuss “the
importance of not sharing explicit photos/content, and handling unwanted or inappropriate
requests.” Contextually, it should be noted that this email was sent to “Missy Morgan” less than
two weeks after Thibault used his FBI account to send “Missy Morgan” and his own GWU email
account a nude photograph.®

Accordingly, Thibault emailed from his FBI email account government information to a
non-government person to include unredacted FBI email addresses, internal FBI information
relating to an ongoing federal FACE Act investigation which ultimately led to public
indictments, as well as a nude photograph of his girlfriend. The behavior outlined above
illustrates toxic, disturbing, and unprofessional conduct that must have undoubtedly resulted in a
very hostile working condition, which has no place in the FBI.® Thibault’s conduct is an
example of exactly the type of behavior that the both of you were confirmed to eliminate.

5 See Exhibit C.

6 Earlier, on December 18, 2019 in response to a Catholic Priest’s tweet critical of abortion, Thibault tweeted an
anti-Catholic slur to both the Catholic priest and President Trump: “Focus on the pedophiles”. See May 31, 2022
letter from Ranking Member Charles E. Grassley, Committee on the Judiciary, to Inspector General Michael E.
Horowitz, WFO Field Office,
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/CEG%20t0%20D0J%20FBI1%20(WFO).pdf.

7 See Exhibit F.

8 See Exhibit E.

% See Grassley, Johnson Make Public Whistleblower Records Revealing DOJ and FBI Plot to Pin Trump in Jack
Smith Elector Case (Jan. 30, 2025) https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/grassley-johnson-make-
public-whistleblower-records-revealing-doj-and-fbi-plot-to-pin-trump-in-jack-smith-elector-case.
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The FBI repeatedly lectures Congress, without any legitimate basis, that it can’t share
information with Congress because the matter is an ongoing investigation. The FBI has asserted
to Congress that FOUO information and FBI email accounts and personnel names should remain
non-public. Yet, here, Thibault sent all of that type of information to a private citizen while the
FBI stiff-arms Congress and the American people.

Thibault’s conduct exemplifies the FBI’s “do as I say, not as I do” hypocrisy and why its
repeated complaints to Congress when it makes government information public should fall on
deaf ears.

Notably, on September 16, 2024, and November 12, 2024, we wrote to the Justice
Department and FBI with respect to a Washington Post report based on internal Justice
Department and FBI records relating to another investigation that the Mueller team tried to
advance against President Trump which was ultimately closed for lack of evidence. We have
attached both letters for reference. '

The Washington Post article was reportedly based, in part, on “interviews with people
familiar with the case as well as documents and contemporaneous notes of the investigation” and
“a review of thousands of pages of government records, including sealed court findings and
exhibits.”!! The reporting also refers to “classified U.S. intelligence,” indicating that
Biden/Harris Justice Department and FBI officials may have leaked classified information to the
media roughly 90 days before the last presidential election. In our November 12, 2024, letter we
included the below award given to Special Agent Walter Giardina, an FBI employee who
worked on aspects of the Mueller investigation and the Trump investigation and prosecution led
by Special Counsel Jack Smith.

10 See Exhibit G.

! Aaron C. Davis and Carol D. Leonnig, $10M cash withdrawal drove secret probe into whether Trump took money from Egypt,
Washington Post (Aug. 2, 2024) https:/www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2024/08/02/trump-campaign-
egyptinvestigation/
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Although Special Agent Giardina was assigned to the Mueller investigation’s “Team R,”

he would’ve most likely had access to or been made aware of information from “Team 10,” the
reported investigation that formed the basis of the Washington Post reporting. We asked the
Justice Department and FBI whether they had opened a media leak investigation into personnel
assigned to the Mueller team. We never received a response from the Biden administration.

The records obtained thus far show that FBI personnel provided non-public investigative

information to a non-government individual, and FBI personnel leaked highly sensitive and
possibly classified information to the Washington Post. Accordingly, we request the following:

1.

Open an investigation into Thibault’s inappropriate conduct including actions that could
be construed as creating a hostile work environment and sexual harassment. Such an
investigation should include his associates, as applicable, who may still be working at the
FBI,;

Open an investigation into his sharing government information, to include information
from an active federal investigation, with his girlfriend and his non-compliance with FBI
policy, rules, and guidelines. The investigation should determine the extent to which he,
as well as his associated staff, shared internal FBI information with non-government
persons, to include his girlfriend and reporters;

Open a criminal leak investigation into personnel that may have been the source(s) for the
Washington Post reporting that included “government records, including sealed court
findings and exhibits” and potentially classified information that, given its timing roughly
90 days before the last presidential election, clearly served to impact the election in favor
of Kamala Harris; and

4. Provide all records between and among Thibault and “Missy Morgan.”

Sincerely,

Charles E. Grassley ’; ! Ron Johnson

Chairman Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations
cc: The Honorable Richard Durbin

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal
Ranking Member, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations



i
% 7 ¥ Romance Scam - Message... =

Message Acrobat Q Tell me what you want to do...

- b
2 Reply m Move to: ? >

2 Reply All €3 To Manager "
23 Py I8 - 3 JA Move Tags Editing
E.-;‘, Forward 0| E] Team Email S = &
Delete Respond Quick Steps

Tue 2/8/2022 11:23 AM

Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)

Romance Scam

Missy,

Be careful out there. Another reason not to date other people.

https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2022/ways-to-recognize-romance-

scams/

Ha, this was put out by my folks ©)

Timothy R. Thibault

Assistant Special Agent in Charge
Criminal Division - Branch Il
Northern Virginia RA
Washington Field Office
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Thu 3/31/2022 8:16 AM
Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)
Fwd: Face Act Subject Handy

Tim Thibault

Asst. Special Agent in Charge
Washington Field Office
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Cell:.
Office:

From: Shero, Samantha Tucker (WF) (FBI) _

Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2022 8:04:49 AM

To: Saler, Leanna L. (WF) (F81) | NN G='2cher, Lira B. (WF) (FBI) : Thibault, Timothy R. (WF)
(Fe!) N - cobs, Wayne A. (WF) (FBI)

Subject: Re: Face Act Subject Handy

All here's the WUSAQ9 article from late last night.

https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/local/dc/dc-homicide-detectives-pull-biohazard-evidence-from-home-connected-to-
anti-abortion-activist-arrests/65-b15087a9-c3d7-45ba-b3{3-7a72a918f959

Sam

From: Saler, Leanna L. (WF) (FBI) -

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:44:39 PM
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Thu 3/31/2022 8:16 AM
Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)
Fwd: Face Act Subject Handy

To Missy Morgan

From: Shero, Samantha Tucker (WF) (FBI) _

Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2022 8:04:49 AM

To: saler, Leanna L. (WF) (Fei) ||| c22ener, ura . (wr) (78y) Thibault, Timothy R. (WF)
(re1) |GG 2cobs. Wayne A. (wr) (Fei

Subject: Re: Face Act Subject Handy

All here's the WUSAQ9 article from late last night.

https://www.wusa9_com/article/news/local/dc/dc-homicide-detectives-pull-biohazard-evidence-from-home-connected-to-
anti-abortion-activist-arrests/65-b15087a9-c3d7-45ba-b3f3-7a72a91 8959

Sam

From: Saler, Leanna L. (WF) (FBI)_

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:44:33 PM

To: Gallagher, Lira B. (WF) (FBI) ; Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (1) | R 12cobs. wayne A.
(WF) (FBI)

Cc: Shero, Samantha Tucker (WF) (FBI) _

Subject: Re: Face Act Subject Handy
Correct.

SSA Leanna Saler
WEFO- Public Corruption/Civil Rights
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Thu 3/31/2022 8:16 AM
Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)
Fwd: Face Act Subject Handy

To Missy Morgan

From: Gallagher, Lira B. (WF) (FBI) _

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:43:47 PM

To: Saler, Leanna L. (WF) (FBI) _ Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)_; Jacobs, Wayne A. (WF) (FBI)
Cc: Shero, Samantha Tucker (WF) (FBI)_

Subject: Re: Face Act Subject Handy

Ay yi, thanks for the heads up on this. | am assuming we would not confirm or comment on what was found, even if MPD
does?

From: Saler, Leanna L. (WF) (FBI) _

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:40 PM

To: Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI) sacobs, wayne A. (wF) (Fe!) [ GG

Cc: Gallagher, Lira B. (WF) (FBI)- Shero, Samantha Tucker (WF) (FBI) _
Subject: Re: Face Act Subject Handy

One correction, the consent appears to have been given by Handy via others.

SSA Leanna Saler
WEFO- Public Corruption/Civil Rights

From: Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI) _

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:36:47 PM
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Thu 3/31/2022 8:16 AM
Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)
Fwd: Face Act Subject Handy

From: Thibault, Timothy R. (wF) (Fe1) ||

Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 3:36:47 PM

To: Jacobs, Wayne A. (WF) (FBI)
Cc: Saler, Leanna L. (WF) (FBI) Gallagher, Lira B. (WF) (FBI)_; Shero, Samantha Tucker (WF)

(Fe!) I

Subject: Face Act Subject Handy

Sir,

SSA Saler was contacted by MPD short time after CR10 arrested Handy. MPD i1s on site at Handy's where they
discovered suspected fetuses and medical waste.

The medical examiner is responding. USAO-DC was notified. The case agents are reaching out for details.

Coincidentally. MPD got a letter from California officials/former officials yesterday advising they received a tip that these
items were at that address. MPD reported to the address after our arrest and obtained a consent to search from the landlord.

The items appear real and at least some bear the Surgi-Clinic labels. Could mean additional charges.

Of course, this takes the case to an elevated level both legally and from a media perspective.

T
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Fri 4/22/2022 4:33 PM
Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)
US Courts

To Missy Morgan

https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/judicial-administration/cameras-
courts/history-cameras-courts

Timothy R. Thibault

Assistant Special Agent in Charge
Criminal Division - Branch II
Northern Virginia RA
Washington Field Office

Desk: NG
cel:
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Fri 5/6/2022 10:48 AM

Thibault, Timothy R. (WF) (FBI)
FW: CORRECTED RSVP: Internet Safety Presentation

I though you may like to attend this.

Timothy R. Thibault

Assistant Special Agent in Charge
Criminal Division - Branch II
Northern Virginia RA

Washington Field Office
Desk:

From: Kennedy, Carly R. (WF) (FBI)
Sent: Friday, May 6, 2022 10:35 AM

To: wr-ronT-orice [, AL <\ Love<s

Subject: CORRECTED RSVP: Internet Safety Presentation

ATTENTION ALL WFO EMPLOYEES

On Tuesday, May 17, the Child Exploitation and Human Trafficking Task Force (CR-18) and WFO Victim Services will be hosting
a forum on internet safety for the children of FBI employees ages 10-17. The presentation will cover various facets of internet
safety, including safeguarding your personal information, the importance of not sharing explicit photos/content, and handling
unwanted or inappropriate requests.

Date: Tuesday, May 17

Time: 4:30 p.m.
Location: NVRA first floor large training room

If you have any questions, please contact SA Danielle Schnu_or VS Lori Wolkoff_
Please RsVP a+ | - -~




September 16, 2024
VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

The Honorable Merrick Garland
Attorney General
Department of Justice

The Honorable Christopher Wray
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Attorney General Garland and Director Wray:

On August 2, 2024, The Washington Post published a report based on internal
Department of Justice (Justice Department) and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) records
about another investigation FBI officials tried to advance against President Trump which was
ultimately closed for lack of evidence.! The article was reportedly based, in part, on “interviews
with people familiar with the case as well as documents and contemporaneous notes of the
investigation” and “a review of thousands of pages of government records, including sealed court
filings and exhibits.”?> The reporting also refers to “classified U.S. intelligence,” indicating that
Justice Department and FBI officials may have divulged classified information to the media.’
This appears to be yet another example of the Justice Department and FBI leaking material and
information to the media while stiff-arming congressional requests for the same type of
information. More than that, it also appears the Biden-Harris Justice Department and FBI
intentionally leaked this information, to include potentially classified information, to the media
roughly 90 days before the 2024 presidential election. This ongoing election interference by
your agencies is another reason why the American people continue to lose faith in the agencies
you’re responsible for leading.

The reported investigation was led by then-Special Counsel Robert Mueller and began in
part because of a “confidential informant who had previously provided useful information.”*
According to The Washington Post, they reviewed “previously unreported documents” relating to
“records from a handful of Trump’s most heavily used bank accounts” that Mueller’s team had
obtained.> According to reporting, the case was not advanced because of concerns it would be a
“fishing expedition” and a “lack of sufficient evidence.”®

! Aaron Davis and Carol Leonnig, $10M Cash Withdrawal Drove Secret Probe Into Whether Trump Took Money
From Egypt, THE WASHINGTON POST, (August 2, 2024),
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2024/08/02/trump-campaign-egypt-investigation/.

2/d.

31d.

4Id.

SId.

6 Id.
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The reported basis for opening the investigation — a “confidential informant who had
previously provided useful information” — is similar to the basis contained in the FD-1023
summarizing Biden family bribery allegations, which, according to the FBI, was based on a
“highly credible” confidential informant that the FBI had used since 2010 and had been paid
hundreds of thousands of dollars.” The FD-1023 source had been deemed so credible by the FBI
and Justice Department that his information was used in criminal investigations and
prosecutions, and he was allowed to engage in criminal activity for the FBL.® Ultimately, the
Justice Department indicted that confidential informant in 2024 after Congress made the FD-
1023 public; however, the FD-1023 was created in June 2020 and therefore questions remain
with respect to what investigative action the Justice Department and FBI took for those years.

Accordingly, did the Justice Department and FBI obtain bank records relating to the
Biden family just as they did for the Trump family? If not, why not? Since the creation of the
FD-1023 in June 2020, did the Justice Department and FBI make every effort to obtain the text
messages, bank records, and audio tapes referenced in it or determine they don’t exist? If not,
why not? If so, when did you make those efforts? Either these records exist, or they don’t, and
the Justice Department and FBI have an obligation to put this matter to rest and provide
assurances to the American people that political bias hasn’t infected Special Counsel David
Weiss’s operations.

On October 26, 2022, we sent hundreds of pages of bank records to U.S. Attorney Weiss.’
Those bank records connected the Biden family to communist Chinese financial interests and
exposed millions of dollars in financial transactions between and among the Biden family, its
associates, and foreign interests. To-date, we have yet to hear anything with respect to what has
been done with those records and whether Special Counsel Weiss has obtained any additional
bank records. Yet, the Justice Department and FBI without hesitation provided internal records,
sealed records, and potentially classified information to the media about Trump investigative
matters that were closed for a lack of sufficient evidence. Moreover, Congress repeatedly asked
the both of you for information relating to the Biden family FD-1023 and were rebuffed, forcing
Congress to make the document public to bring transparency and accountability to the matter.
Here, with respect to The Washington Post reporting, your agencies apparently provided more
information to the media than when Congress asked about the FD-1023 and supplied bank
records. Your continued failure to be forthcoming to Congress and the American people further
erode trust in your efforts to ensure political bias hasn’t infected your agencies’ decision-making
process.

7 Sen. Charles E. Grassley and Ron Johnson, Grassley and Johnson Obtain Names and Request Transcribed
Interviews of Handling Agent and Supervisors of Former FBI Confidential Human Source, NEWS RELEASES, (April
10, 2024), https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/grassley-and-johnson-obtain-names-and-request-
transcribed-interviews-of-handling-agent-and-supervisors-of-former-fbi-confidential-human-source; see also Sen.
Charles E. Grassley, Grassley Sets the Record Straight on Oversight of FBI-Generated 1023 Document, NEWS
RELEASES, (February 27, 2024), https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/remarks/grassley-sets-the-record-straight-on-
oversight-of-fbi-generated-1023-document.

81d.

® Sen. Charles E. Grassley and Ron Johnson, Grassley, Johnson Share Investigative Material with Prosecutors in
Hunter Biden Criminal Probe, NEWS RELEASES, (October 26, 2022), https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-
releases/grassley-johnson-share-investigative-material-with-prosecutors-in-hunter-biden-criminal-probe.
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Aside from the voluminous leaks to the media, the amount of time, relentless effort,
energy, and resources the Justice Department and FBI have put into investigating Trump, his
family, and his associates undermines the integrity of your investigative and prosecutorial efforts.
In light of the recent reporting, to potentially include leaks of classified information to the media,
have you opened a media leak investigation into “Team R and “Team 10 as reported in The
Washington Post? 1f not, why not? Please respond by September 30, 2024.

Sincerely,
Charles E. Grassley Ron Johnson
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Committee on the Budget Permanent Subcommittee

on Investigations

CC:

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
Chairman, Committee on the Budget

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal
Chairman, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations

The Honorable Michael Horowitz
Inspector General
Department of Justice

The Honorable David Weiss
Special Counsel



Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 12, 2024

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

The Honorable Merrick B. Garland
Attorney General
Department of Justice

The Honorable Christopher Wray
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Mr. Jack Smith
Special Counsel
Department of Justice

Dear Attorney General Garland, Director Wray, and Special Counsel Smith:

We write to request the Justice Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) ensure that
all records relating to Special Counsel Smith’s investigations into former President Trump be preserved. Our
request is necessary based on the Justice Department’s past failures to preserve federal records.

By way of example, on September 11, 2020, we wrote to the Justice Department about concerns that
multiple employees of then-Special Counsel Mueller’s team wiped data from their government phones,
including texts messages, during their investigation of alleged Russian collusion in the 2016 election. '
During that time, members of Special Counsel Mueller’s team admitted that they wiped data from their
phones and also on multiple occasions had their data automatically wiped after putting in the wrong
password too many times.? Indeed, one team member, Andrew Weissmann, appeared to have deleted data
on his phone more than once. On March 18, 2018, records show that Weissmann “[e]ntered [his] password
too many times and wiped his phone.”® On September 27, 2018, another report reads, “AAW accidently
wiped cell phone — data lost.”*

Moreover, after Special Counsel Mueller’s investigation ended, the Justice Management Division
took possession of 79 of 96 phones.> Of those, it appears that only 74 phones were reviewed for official
records, which means not all phones were subject to records preservation.® Many members of Special
Counsel Mueller’s team apparently began deleting federal records after the DOJ Office of the Inspector
General (DOJ OIG) began its inquiry into the Justice Department’s mishandling and error-prone Crossfire

! Letter from Senator Charles E. Grassley to AG Barr and FBI Director Wray, (Sep. 11, 2020)
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020-09-
11%20CEG%20t0%20D0J%20FBI1%20(Special%20Counsel%20Records).pdf.

2.

3 FOIA Production, U.S. Department of Justice, Records Concerning the Use of Department-issued mobile devices by Peter Strzok
and Lisa Page (May 20, 2017-October 23, 2019) at 002016-000049, Posted September 10, 2020, https://www.justice.gov/oip/foia-
library/general topics/communications strzok and page 09 04 20/download.

41d. at 002016-000050.

3 Letter from Senators Charles E. Grassley and Ron Johnson to AG Garland, Grassley and Johnson Request More Information
from Justice Department about Special Counsel Mueller Team’s Missing Phones, (Jul. 12,2021)
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/grassley-and-johnson-request-more-information-from-justice-department-

about-special-counsel-mueller-teams-missing-phones.
°J1d.




Attorney General Garland
Director Wray

Special Counsel Smith
November 12, 2024
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Hurricane investigation.” The proximity in time to the DOJ OIG investigation along with the number of
times and stated reasons for the deletion of the federal records calls into question whether this was a
widespread intentional effort in order to prevent Congress and agency watchdogs from better understanding
the Special Counsel’s decision making process as they pursued their investigation and wrote their report.® In
fact, under this administration’s standards, these actions could have very well been prosecuted for
destruction of evidence and obstruction, but the Biden administration chose not to.

In addition, Senator Grassley’s oversight exposed that during the FBI’s investigation of Secretary
Clinton’s mishandling of highly classified information, the FBI agreed to destroy any records that were not
turned over to the investigatory team and agreed to destroy laptops associated with Secretary Clinton’s staff.’
As Senator Grassley said in 2016, this agreement is astonishing given the likelihood that evidence on the
laptops would be of interest to congressional investigators.

According to whistleblower disclosures, former FBI Assistant Special Agent in Charge (ASAC)
Timothy Thibault, who publicly engaged in anti-Trump political partisanship, was deeply involved in the
decision to open and pursue the investigation that ultimately became one of Special Counsel Smith’s cases
against former President Trump.'® On July 18, 2022, Senator Grassley wrote the Justice Department raising
concerns about ASAC Thibault’s clear pattern of political partisanship and the apparent impact it had on the
Justice Department and FBI’s decision to open and pursue its investigation.!! ASAC Thibault was later
found to have violated the Hatch Act for his anti-Trump political partisanship.!> Due to the apparent
political bias of FBI officials that were involved in the genesis of a case against former President Trump,
preservation of Special Counsel Smith’s records is more important than ever. If a politically charged case is
to be opened, it must be done the right way and free from political bias.

On September 16, 2024, we wrote to the Justice Department and FBI about a Washington Post report
based on internal Justice Department and FBI records relating to another investigation allegedly involving
the Egyptian Government that the Mueller team tried to advance against President Trump which was
ultimately closed for lack of evidence.!® The article was reportedly based, in part, on “interviews with
people familiar with the case as well as documents and contemporaneous notes of the investigation” and “a
review of thousands of pages of government records, including sealed court findings and exhibits.”'* The
reporting also refers to “classified U.S. intelligence,” indicating that Justice Department and FBI officials

7 Letter from Senator Charles E. Grassley to AG Barr and FBI Director Wray, (Sep. 11, 2020)
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020-09-
11%20CEG%20t0%20D0J%20FBI1%20(Special%20Counsel%20Records).pdf.

$1d.

® Letter from Senator Charles E. Grassley to AG Lynch, (Oct. 5, 2016) https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2016-10-
05%20CEG%20et.%20al%20t0%20D0J%20-%20Wilkinson%20Immunity%20Letters.pdf.

10 Senator Charles E. Grassley, Grassley Raises Concern about Apparent Political Bias by Senior FBI Public Integrity Official,
(May 31, 2022) https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/grassley-raises-concern-about-apparent-political-bias-by-
senior-fbi-public-integrity-official.

! Letter from Senator Charles E. Grassley to AG Garland and FBI Director Wray, (Jul. 18, 2022)
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/grassley to justice dept fbi - political bias.pdf.

12 Letter from the Office of Special Counsel to Senator Charles E. Grassley, (Jan. 19, 2024)
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/office of special counsel to grassley - thibault2.pdf.

13 Aaron C. Davis and Carol D. Leonnig, $10M cash withdrawal drove secret probe into whether Trump took money from Egypt,
Washington Post (Aug. 2, 2024) https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2024/08/02/trump-campaign-egypt-

investigation/.
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may have leaked classified information to the media.!> The following photograph is of an award given to
Special Agent Walter Giardina, an FBI employee who worked on aspects of the Mueller investigation and
the Trump investigation and prosecution led by Jack Smith. Although Special Agent Giardina was assigned
to the Mueller investigation’s “Team R,” he would’ve most likely had access to or been made aware of
information from “Team 10,” the reported Egypt investigation that formed the basis of the Washington Post
reporting.'® Have you opened a media leak investigation into personnel assigned to the Mueller team? If
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Accordingly, considering the Justice Department’s past destruction of federal records relevant to
congressional oversight and political bias infecting its decision-making process, we request that you preserve
all records related to the Justice Department’s criminal investigations of former President Trump by Special
Counsel Smith.!” The improper conduct of the past cannot be repeated in this matter, therefore, all records
must be preserved so that Congress can perform an objective and independent review.

5 1d.

16 1d.

17 “Records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic
data (emails, email attachments, and any other electronically created or stored information), calendar entries, inter-office
communications, meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether they
resulted in final documents).
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Thank you for your prompt review and response.
Sincerely,
Charles E. Grassley Ro nson
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Committee on the Budget Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations

cc: The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
Chairman
Committee on the Budget

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal
Chairman
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations

The Honorable Michael E. Horowitz
Inspector General
Department of Justice

Ms. Jolene Ann Lauria

Assistant Attorney General for Administration
Justice Management Division

Department of Justice
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